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REMARKS 

By entry of this Preliminary Amendment, Claims 2-56 are now pending in this 
application. Applicant has amended the specification to include a priority claim, has 
cancelled Claim 1 without prejudice or disclaimer, and has added new Claims 2-56. 
Applicant respectfully requests allowance of Claims 2-56. 

Priority Claim 

Applicant has amended the specification to include a claim of priority to a related 
application. This amendment is merely a correction of a formal matter in the 
specification, and no new matter has been introduced. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .78(a)(3)(iii), Applicant states that the entire delay 
between the date the claim was due under 37 C.F.R. § 1.78(a)(2)(ii) and the date this 
amendment to the claim was filed was unintentional. Applicant notes, for example, that 
the transmittal sheet for this application filed on August 26, 2003, properly stated the 
claim of priority and that the filing receipt also properly stated the claim of priority. 

Because Applicant included the claim of priority in the transmittal sheet and 
because the claim of priority was recognized by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
as shown by the enclosed filing receipt, Applicant believes that a fee is not necessary. 
See Requirements for Claiming the Benefit of Prior-Filed Applications under Eighteen- 
Month Publication of Patent Applications, 66 Fed. Reg. 46,409, 46,411 (Sept. 5, 2001). 
However, please charge our deposit account number 11-1410 for any additional fees 
that may be required. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the foregoing, the present application is believed to be in condition for 
allowance, and such allowance is respectfully requested. If further issues remain to be 
resolved, the Examiner is cordially invited to contact the undersigned at the number 
listed below such that any remaining issues may be promptly resolved. 
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Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of 
time, or credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 1 1-1410. 



Dated: 
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Respectfully submitted, 

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 



By: >^LX^ 
JoWi R. King 
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